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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is in response to the application filed on 05 January 2001 . 

2. Claims 1 -33 are presented for examination. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mayle et al. U.S patent no. 6,542,936 B1 in view of Gough et al. U.S. patent no. 
6,360,221 B1 . 

5. As to claim 1 , Mayle, System For Creating Message Including Image Information, 
discloses a system for composing and sending a video e-mail from a sender to a 
receiver comprising: 

a video source for taking a picture (Fig. 1, electronic camera, video); 

a first computer (Fig. 1, PC; Fig. 2, item 10) connected to said video source for 
receiving said picture, said computer provided with first software (Fig. 2, item 52) for 
obtaining information relating to the sender and the receiver; 

a centralized web server (Fig. 1, Service Provider; Fig. 2, item 37; for receiving 
and storing said information and said picture from said first computer, said web server 
provided with second software (Fig. 2, item 64) for communicating with said first 
computer and the receiver, said web server further provided with a memory for storing 
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said picture in the form of a video email (Fig. 2; items 62, 63, 65, 66; col. 2, line 35 - col. 
3, line 24; col. 4, line 61 - col. 6, line 15); and liowever, Mayle does not explicitly 
disclose a second computer in communication with said web server, said second 
computer capable of receiving a communication from said web server indicating that a 
video e-mail directed to the receiver is stored at said memory of said web server. Thus, 
the artisan would have been motivated to look into the related networking arts for 
potential methods and apparatus for implementing the capabilities of the receiver's 
emailing. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gough, related Method And Apparatus For The 
Production, Delivery, And Receipt Of Enhanced Email, discloses in Fig. 12 that a web 
site hosted by the server that is capable of at least temporarily storing a message to be 
sent as e-mail over the wide area network to at least one recipient mail box (Gough, col. 
2, lines 6-57; col. 14, lines 56-64; col. 15, lines 53-65). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Gough's teachings of the 
enhanced functionalities of emailing (Gough, Abstract, Fig. 12; col. 2, lines 6-57; col. 14, 
lines 56-64; col. 15, lines 53-65) with the teachings if Mayle, for the purpose of providing 
the ability to push web-type content, audio and/or visual files, and programs to users in 
the form self-executing e-mail programs adds a new level of functionality to the Internet 
(Gough, col. 2, lines 45-57). Mayle also discloses that the recipient may view the card 
as soon as they receive the email message with the URL. The recipient will use a web 
browser to enter the URL, and view their personalized page (Mayle, col. 13, lines 1-50). 
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6. As to claim 2, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said second computer includes a 
means for receiving and displaying the video e-mail received from said web server 
(Gough, Fig. 12), 

7. As to claim 3, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said web server constructs a web 
page including the video e-mail which is transmitted to said second computer and 
displayed on a web browser provided at said second computer (Gough, Fig. 12). 

8. As to claim 4, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said picture includes a textual 
message associated therewith (Gough, Fig. 12; item M). 

9. Claim 5 is similar limitation of claim 4; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 4. 

10. As to claim 6, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said picture includes an audio 
message associated therewith (Gough, Fig. 12; item F). 

1 1 . Claim 7 is similar limitation of claim 6; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 6. 

12. As to claim 8, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said first computer has a memory 
for storing said picture (Mayle, Fig. 9, Fig. 10, item 1001), 

13. As to claim 9, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said first software communicates 
said information to said second software, and further wherein said second software 
provides a unique message number to said first software relating to said picture (Mayle, 
Abstract, identification information, or unique identification number or card key, col. 5, 
line 10- col. 6, line 2), 
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14. As to claim 10, Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said picture, said information 
and said unique message number associated with said digital picture are uploaded to 
said memory of said web server (Mayle, Fig. 2, item 52; col. 10, line 65 - coL 1 7, line 



15. As to claim 1 1 , Mayle-Gough discloses, wherein said communication received by 
the receiver from said web server includes a URL (Mayle, col. 13, lines 22-28). 

16. Claim 12 is similar limitation of claim 1 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationaleasin claim 11. 

1 7. Claim 1 3 is similar limitation of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 1. 

18. Claims 14-24 are similar limitations of claims 2-12; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-12. 

19. Claim 25 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

20. Claims 26-28 are similar limitations of claims 2-4; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claims 2-4. 

21 . Claim 29 is similar limitation of claim 6; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 6. 

22. Claim 30 is similar limitation of claim 8; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 8. 

23. Claims 31-33 are similar limitation of claim 10; therefore, it is rejected under the 
same rationale as in claim 10. 



25). 
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24. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). (1 
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